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on their arm, carrying the master's fee carefully on the
middle day of the eight months during which they went
to school. Reading was taught by the syllabic method,
that is, by explaining the power of the letters in combina-
tion before their individual characteristics, a method to
which Quintilian was opposed. Writing was taught by
inscribing a copy on a waxen tablet, and allowing the
pupil to follow the furrow of the letters with the stylus.
Then followd the proper pronunciation and accent of
the words. Selected passages were learnt by heart By
degrees the easier poets were read and explained, great
pains being always taken with the exact pronunciation.
Next to reading and writing came reckoning. The fingers
were made great use of. Each joint and bend of the
finger was made to signify a certain value, and the pupil
was expected to follow the twinkling motion of the
teacher's hands as he represented number after number.
The modern Italian game of mora is a survival of this
capacity. The abacus of stones for reckoning was also
largely employed.
This jjjgjiminary training lasted from the seventh to
the twelfth ye?ir. The •children were then handed over
to the grammaticus or literatus. The study of Greek
was now added to that of Latin, etymology was taught,
probably a very false one, and the rules of syntax and
composition. The explanation of the poets was used
for the formation of moral principle—Livius Andro-
nicus in Latin, the Odysee of Homer in Greek.
Vergil, Cicero, and ^Esop were studied in those days as
in our own. Orthography and grammar were carefully
inculcated ; whole poems and orations were learnt by
heart Nor was history neglected. Atticus, the friend
of Cicero, was so well acquainted with Roman history,
that he knew the laws, the treaties, and the momentous

